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SEVERE LOCAL STORMS FOR APRIL 1947 

MeteoroloPical Yearbook] 
[The table hereunder contalns such data 3s have been received conoernlng sercre local s toms  that occurred during the month. A revlsed list nlll appear in the United State8 

Place 

Qulfport Miss., northern 

Chlldresa and northeastern 

Oettysburg, Pa 

and erdtem sectlons. 

Ball County, Tex. 

Cllmax to Neal, K8ns ______. 
Erick, Oh., vlcinity of _ _ _ _  
Codngton Okla.. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
Noble Cointy,  Okla.,north- 

Pleasant Vicw,Vd Camegle, 

Hnakell Tex _____._________ 
Ramon;, Okla.. vlcinity or. 

Carnegie to Ft. Cohb, Okla. 

Wlster, Okla.. aouth of. - - __. 

Tennessee _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
Moline. 111 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

centtal portlon. 

Okla.. vicinities of. 

Cindnnatl Ohlo. - _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ .  
W is c o n s i n ,  aouthesstern 

counties. 

Minnesota, northern coun- 

Kaulman, Tex _. _ _ _  
Whlte Deer, olarler, and 

Ellis, Woodwnrd, and 
Woods Countlea, Okla. 

tie#. 

HigginS, Tex. 

Meade and Fowler, %8., 

Barbor and Kingman Coun- 
rlclnitlea of. 

ties, Kans. 

uinlan, Okla _..___________ 
k r v e y  McPherson snd 

wedtern portions. 

Kens. 

Kans., and vldnfdies. 

Marl& ChUltiCU, k8M.. 

Marian and Chose Counties, 

Harveyvllle to Auhnrn, 

Antelo to Burdlck, Kans., 

Oollad, Tex. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
ViClnRed Of. 

- - 
Date 

- 
April 
1917 

1 

a 
2 

4 

4 
4 
4 

4 

4 
4 

4 

6 

6 
6 

I 
&-a 

6-8 

9 
9 

9 

9 

Q 

g 
10 

1 C  

1C 

1C 

IC 

T h e  

2:30-6:30 p. m 

4 p. m ........ 
430 p. m. .... 
630 p. m. .... 

2a.m..-..--. 

Noon. - _ _  - 
3-12 p. m... .. 

---_ --_- _ _  -_- 
P. m. of 5th- 

B. m. of6th. 

8:15%:15p.m 

10-IO:= p. m. 

11p.m..-_-. 
About 1 a.m.  

I:= p. ut--. 

8:42 p. m..-.. 

- - 
Width 

path, 
yards 

~~ ~ 

Charactor of sta 

Hlgh wind and I 

Hnl l__________ __. 

Thunderstorm.. 

2 hailstorms.-.-. 

Wlnd and hall.. 
Hail.. . .- .. . _ _ _  
Hail and wind.. 

Tornado and hai 

Tornado.. . _._ -. 
Heavy rain I 

Tornado. - _ _  ___. 
wind. 

.... do _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ -  
Wind. _________. 
.... do _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

Thunderstorm.. 
Btraight-line wln 

Sleet, snow, I 

Hail-.. _._____ _. 
Tornado- - - - - -. . 
___.do ____.__.. ~. 

winds. 

____do  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
____do .__.____._ 

Remarks 

Trees uprooted; roofs blown off; slgns down; hlghways damaged. 

Chief damage to bulldings and automoblles; small cmp loss. 

Beveral buildlngs burned; ul!lity lines out of servlre. Balls of rrd nre 
s e n  in air and on around, some appearing to d l  throuph walla of 8 
house. A 4-strand wire fence completely burned away. T m  
shattered to splinters and rocks split and thrown In air. Path 1 
mile long; damage not estimated. 

In Cllmax, hailstones wen? as larpe as turkey e g p  and lemons. Many 
windows broken and roofs damaged. Path 15 miles long. 

Damage to roofs and wlndows; path IO miles long. 
Darnage principally to rnofs and wlndows. 
1 person injured; damage to homes and oil dorrlcks. 

Btorm covered small area: path narrow. 

Bulldinas damaecrl: no crop loss. 
No details available. 

Path 15 miles long. from 2 miles south of Carnegie to 4 mllea north of 
Ft. Cobb: no details avallahlc. 

Storm movrd northrastwnrd Into the vicluity of Poteau, Ark., where 3 
pemons were iiijurcd. 

Roofs daniaged; plate glass windows bmken. 
Utllity lines broken at  scattered pohts. as wlnds reachlng 75 m. p. h. 

swept arross thr area for nearlv 8 hours Saturday night: service almoat 
fully restored by Monday. Street department expected to be 8-10 
days clearing mud and drbris In eastern sectlon of city and cloarlng 
storm dralns, clogged by wrek’s heavy mlns. 2 boys drowned when 
thelr boat overturned. W n d s  from west and southwest. 57 m. p. h., 
broke wlndows blew down trees and damaped lane3 at  Mollm 
Airport, and Crkm Fleld, Daven6rt .  Iowa. Cornpro or hotel ripped 
loose. lei1 to sidewalk. Woman cut on shoulder by falling glass from 
hotel. 

2 misons Inlured: several 1ioo.ws unroofPd 
Piwir and iiaoimksiin Iln&-ind poli;doan. tree8 blown over slgns 

down and minor d8magQ in huildlngr over bide areas; damaib not 
estimated. 3 airplanes wrecked orI dnmaqrd at Milwaukee: loss, 
05.WU. Manlmum wind a1 Milwaukee. 60 m. D. h.. from southwcst . .  
a t  R:34 p. ni., of the 5th. 

Numher of poles and wlres down: some damare to trees’ roof of old 
msin olevator in Duiuth damaged. Roads blocked by hhrts. 

Youns crops rut down. 
Length of path at  White Dew 250 yds: n t  Glazier 6@0 yds.: a t  Hlqglns, 

2.640 yds. AlnnC path in Tbxas, M drrsoos k l d d ,  201 injured. 
Considered worst tornado that ever occurred in Oklahoma. Tmns, 

Oklahoma and Kanpnn were In 221-mile path from White Deer Tex 
to Et. Leo’ Kans. Lareeest clty Woodward Okla suffered’majd; 
loss of lifc’snd propert damagk Tornado’follow&l northeaitrrly 
path 101 miles In Okla~om8.  entering Ellis County ahout 8 p. m., 
after demolishing Hiegins. Tex. From Ellis County I t  moved Into 
Woodwnrd County, strikinp the town of Woodward at 8:tJ p. m 
destroying much of northwestern half of city. Continued througg 
Woodwnrd and Woods counties, lraving St.ate nenr Hardtnor, Knns., 
about 10.00 p. m. Storm moved forward about 42 m. p. h. Width 
o fa tom,  1.5milesat Higglns; 1.8milcsat Woodward; lmileinWood8 
County. 
Red Cross estlmates are as follows: 

Woodward County: 95 kllled; 723 injured; 430 homes destroyed, 
660 damngrd’ 925 other hul1dln-s destrnyed 775 damaged 

Woods Codnty’: 0 killed: 17 Injukd: 25 home; destroyed. zd dam- 
wed. 110 other buildings deslmyerl 90 dams ed 

Ellis douuty: 6 killed. 42 injured’ 5i homes &&oyed. 133 dam 
aged; 273 other bniidin s tle-tro;ed I07 damaaed. 

Pnpert  losses. estimate$ by wun ty  LPents: Town of Woodwnrd 
and Joodward County, $G,SOa,;50: Ellis County, $1,284,000; 
Roods County, ti an,^. 

No injuries mportcd. Farm property dsmaged: path 36 miles long, 
ending 5 mlles south, I2 miles east of Dodge Clty. 

Continuation of path of tornado that struck Woodward, Okla.. Docu- 
ments from Oklahoma were dropped along storm path In Kansos. 
Tornado crossed Kansas line at  IO p m. west of Hardtner passlng 
through western edge; it passed through berlanr and northGest ed 4 
of Nashville. It seemed to dlssiptate after doing some domnge in d. 
Leo 6 miles north of Nashville a t  about 11 p. m. Chief damage to 
far; bulldingq IlvesLock and’wire lines. In Oerlme no bnlldlng 
escaped wlt.hd;t damage.’ Tornado occurred in connection with a 
gcnernl windstorm in the twn counties. Path 40 miles long. 

Number of buildings destroyed: some cattle killed. 
Windstorms ap  roaching tornadle vlolenm covrred most of Harvey 

and Marion tounties and eastern portion of McPhenon Coun 
near Cwton. Oreat number of commerchl bulldings damu@d% 
Newton. 

Path rxtended from near northorn Hue of Harvey County passing a 
short diatmce north of Peabody and Florenm, and endeh in C h a a  
County; path 38 miles long. 

Path began 434 miles southwest of Harvcyville pnssln?: wlthin Mo 
feet of town. Damage chlcfly to barns, sheds,’and to cattle kllled 
when a barn collapsed. Last damage occurred about 2 miles emut 
of Auburn. 

Bomc damage in Burdick: snme fam property damage: much damape to 
utilitles. 2 pcrsons injured; path 20 miles long. Amount of damage 
not estimated. 

Chief damage to buildlngs and nutomoblles; small Iws in I lrestocl, 
poultry, and crops. 

See footnote at end of table. 



APRIL 1047 

PlaCe 

Laurel Orove, Va., viciniti 
of. 

Haskell County, Kans 

Sumnea County, On., ex 
t ram northeast. 

Houston County, Oa., cen. 
tral portion. 

Powell Park, Colo __--__-- - -  
Madisonville, La .--- - - - - -  - -  

Pllper, Nebr., and vlcinlty.. 

Madera  County ,  Callf., 
wuthwestern portlons. 

Wray, Colo., and vicinity-- 

Jewell, Kans- _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
Thomasand Sheridan Coun 

tics. Kana. 

Colby, Kans., 2 miles enst.. 

Stapleton, h’ebr., vlrlnity 

Cheyenne to Laramle, Wyo. 

Worth, Mo..--.-. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

of. 

Wagner, Okla., northwest 
of. 

Southeas te rn  K a u f m a n  
County to eastern Van 
Zandt. Tex. 

Washington and Ottawa 
Counties. Okla. 

Dllloo. 8. C.. 3 mileseast-.. 

Falrmont. N. C _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

Lsruel, Mlss., west and 

Emdtsburg ,  M d  ..-----.... aouth of. 

Rockwall. Tex- - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ .  
Lake Eerln ton, Kans 
Baltlmore, %d 

Columbia, 8. C 

Loulsville, Mlss ____________. 

- - 
Date 

April 
1847 

11 

11 

14 

1 4  

I6 
20 

23 

20 

27 

28 

28 

28 

28 

28 

29 

as 
?a 

28-30 

a0 

30 

30 

30 

a0 
a0 
30 

30 

a0 
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T h e  

P . m  .____._. 
825 p. m.... 

8 p . m  .-....- 

Midnight-1 E 
m. 

6:15-5:45p.m 

5:154 p. m.. 

8 p.m-..-.--. 

9:IO p. 

N e a r  m i d  

4:30 p. m----. 
480-4:40 p. m 

night. 

U15 p. m----. 
After 8 p. m. 

k15 p. m.-... 
l:30-11:33 p. m 

Value of 
property 
destroyed 

10, ooo 

1,600 

60, ooo 

40. ooo 

1,000 
1,700 

- - -_  ~ _ _ _ _  
25,000- 
50, Mx) 

loo, 5cQ 

1. om 
40, OOO 

- - - - - . - -. 

Character of storn 

Tornadlc alnds- _ _  

Henvy hail. 

Tornado. -. _ _  - - - -. 

...-. do. 

Thunderstorm. _ _ _  
Tornado. - - -. . - - - 

Wind and hear! 

Hail And r a h . - - - -  
hail. 

Torrential rain, hall 
and Rood. 

IIesvy hail _.__ ~ 

Tornado and heap] 
hail. 

Tornado, wind, an( 
hail. 

Thunderstorm, elec 
tricnl, small tor 
nado. and hail. 

Heavy snow ....-- 

Tornado and hnil.. 

Tornado. - - -. - - - __. 

Wind. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
rornado 

.__.do ___-________. 

Eigh wind and ball 

r h u n d e r s t o r m  
heavy rain, and 
wind. 

rornado. - - - - _ _ _  - _ _  
Eenvy hall. _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _  
r h u n d e r s t o r m  

heavy raln. 

rhunders torm- - __. 
Elgh wind and hall 

71 

Remarks 

Roof tom from onc dwelllng and wlndows broken in nll but me ream* 
back portion of house twistad away from maln portion; conclad 
foundation rracted; large trca uprooted, and outbulldines mmpletely 
demolished. A frail structure only a few hundred yards away 
undamaged. Funnel cloud not observed. 

Storm extended diagorrtllly across county throuph Batanta. Chief 
damage to windws and roofs. Hailstones up  to size of cggs, but too 
early in season for much crop damape. 

Main force of storm In and around Andersonvllle Natlonal Cemetery. 
Storm came from southwest, lifting soon alter reaching Andersonvllle. 
Minor to severe damage to about I houses. Church demolished and 
heavy l o w s  to bulldinm of chemlcal corn my.  Numerous trees 
uprooted or blown down; wires down. 8rop loss negllgihlo to 
modorate. 

Possibly anme storm that struck Andersonvllle. 8torm came from 
southwest and struck small area 2 miles south of Perry. Moderate 
to heavy damage to 8 residences, 6 barns, and numerous mall 
hiiildinec 

3everal sheds blown down or unroofed. Inslgnlflcant hall damage, an 
nn CroDI had h n  Dlmted. 

EI&i,-%tb i-6chin &.kocked leaves off and broke caneson grape- 
vines. Leaves and h l t  from trees In orchards and leaves of alfalfa 
plant8 and young cotton and melon plants, taken oft; grain shattered. 
No damagc to livestock and buildings. 

One of worst storms in many years. 8.60 inchas of rain recorded. 
Many persons forced to leave home and flee from high water wblch 
goured on surrounding hllls and rh through town. 8-8 inches of 

ail. as messured on the level. wan carrled bv flood watern and built 
i n t i  banks 6% feet deep against obstructlons. Holes oundedln 
roof*. crllars flooded a few Inches up to 8 or more feet lome homed 
floodbd with several feet of water, hail, and debriq. Airnost no bome 
In Wray escaped entirely from damage. Automobiles parked at  
curbs were Boated UP a block, carried over curbs, and slammed against 
trees. Llght service was not affected. 

3ccurred 1 mile west of Jewell; no details. 

Tornado formed mile east of southemstem portlon of Colby followed 
U. S Highway 24 lo, about 8 miles and moved toward ;?orthe& 
endkg about a mile Inside Sheridan’County. All buildings iu pat; 
totally or partiall destmyed: much damage to telephone llnes. 4 
persons inJured. $ath about 18 miles long. 

Beginning near eastem clty limits tornado followed U. 6. Highway 24 
doing considerable damage to p;operty 011 elther side of m d .  Dam! 
age to new radio station site Fansns-Nebraska Gas Company booster 
glant. and to II farmhouse. ’Telephone and electric lines east 01 Colby 

attened In many placss. Crop loss not estimated, but seemed wn- 
sidernble in some fields. Sonie persons slightly mjured. 

Church, struck by lightning, burned. Small tornado and hail in 
nearby communities, but no report of damage. 

Eighway 30. between Cheyenne and Laramie, blocked by wow. 
hfotorists stranded on Gherman HIIl. 

Worth was main target in 2 tornadic paths: 13 of town’s 221 resldents 
killed: 45 Injured. 1 funnel destroyed Worth and ripped northeast- 
ward into Iowa. The other struck near Rogers, Ark., killing 9 
persons, then bounced northeastward toward Rolla, Mo., where one 
man was killed. 
Bam and schoolhouse destroyed. 

rornado st.ruck Mahanks, Tox., snd moved eastward to the Clower 
conimunity. Injuring 5 persons. and destroying G houses and sevoral 
barns sloug path. 
person injured; no details. 

P p n e l  cloud observed by many. 8everal buildings damaged, barns 

Pro rty dsma $250 OM). Minor damap- In vlclnity of -Dlllon 
8. 8 and Clar&eton ‘d. C where sharp wInd squall WBS reported 
8ame afternoon suffdred &or damage. 

:rop low. $7.000: property damage, &6,5cQ; tree damage. $100. 8torm 
moved from west to enst for 11 miles. 

I bluldlngs unroofed; 1 roof fell on 2 automobllcs, wrecking them. 

0 persons Injured; 4 homes destroyed; crop damage negllglble. 
?ath 3 miles long. 
Ploodlng of streets cellars and low ortioos of hlghway. F h  aboard 

smell trolley, cadsed by h o r t  clrcuk 3.64 lnches fall of rain recorded 
in 7 hour% 

3omparatlvely hl h, gusty winds below down trees, broke brMoh08 
damaged power fines. 

Damage mostly from hlgh winda; hail damam slight. 

1 Mllei Instead of yards. 


